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1. Thi s opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43&/5. l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain obserx'ations on the inteiitational application 

2- FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this oi>inion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA*") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66Abis(,h) that written opinions of 
this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For frirther options, see Form E*CT/ISA/220. 



3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/lSA/220. 
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Box No. I Baas of this opinion 


1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 




[)><J the international application in the language in which it was filed 




1 1 the translation of the international ai>pIication into 


. which is the language of a 


translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rule 12.3(a) and 23. 1(h)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




I 1 a sequence listing 




[ 1 table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




1 1 on paper 




1 1 in electronic form 




c. time of iiling/furnishing 




1 1 contained in the international application as filed 




[ [ filed together with the international application in electronic form 




1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 




3. 1 1 In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablets) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the requiied statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 


4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(l) with regard lo novelty, invenUve step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporttng such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 

Claims 



1-41 



1-41 



1-41 



"VES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document 1: JP, 10-257518, A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 25 September, 1998 (25.09,98), 
paragraphs [0062]-[0071] (Family: none) 

Document 2: JP, 2000-224410, A (Hitachi Software Engineering Co., Ltd.), 11 August, 2000 
(1 1 .08.00), Fig. 8, & US, 6674485, B2 

Document 3: JP, 8-65705, A (Imagica Corp.), 12 March, 1996 (12.03.96), Fig. 8, & US, 5604372, A 
Document 4: JP, 2003-58873, A (Olympus Optical Co., Ltd.), 28 February, 2003 (28.02.03), Figs. 5 
and 16, & US, 2003-0035061, Al 

Document 5 : JP, 2004-282167, A (Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp.), 7 October, 2004 
(07.10.04), Fig. 1 (Family: none) 

Document 6: JP, 2000-030040, A (Canon Inc.), 28 January, 2000 (28.01.00), Figs. 5 and 6, & US, 
640490 1 , B 1 , & EP, 933727, A2 

Claims 1-41 

Documents 1-6 cited in the ISR, which show the general state of the art in the relevant field, 
do not mention or suggest that multiple images are taken under muhiple imaging condhions, and the 
object region and the background region in those images are distinguished from each other, as 
described in the above claims. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


International application No. 




PCT/JP2006/304764 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

H04N5/272 {2006. 01) , G06T3/00 {2006 . 01) , H04N5/238 {2006 . 01) , H04N9/74 

(2006.01) 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

H04N5/272 {2006. 01) , G06T3/00 {2006 , 01) , H04N5/238 {2006 , 01) , H04N9/74 
(2006.01) 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Jitsuyo Shinan Kdho 1922-1996 Jitsijyo Shinan Toroku Kbho 1996-2006 

Kokai Jitsijyo Shinan Kbho 1971-2006 Toroku Jitsuyo Shinan Kdho 1994-2006 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claun No. 


A 


JP 10-257518 A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 
25 September, 1998 (25,09.98), 
Par. Nos. [0062] to [0071] 
(Family: none) 


1-41 


A 


JP 2000-224410 A (Hitachi Software 

Engineering Co. , Ltd. ) , 

11 August, 2000 (11.08.00), 

Fig. 8 

Sc US 6674485 B2 


1-41 


A 


JP 8-065705 A (Imagica Corp.), 
12 March, 1996 (12.03.96), 
Fig. 8 

& US 5604372 A 


1-41 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. dj See patent family annex. 



"A" 



Special categoiies of cited documents: 

document defining the general state of the art which is not consideied to 
be of particular lelevance 

earlier application or patent but published on or after the international filing 
date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later than the 
priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent £iimly 



Date of the actual completion of the mtemational search 
02 June, 2006 (02.06.06) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 
13 June, 2006 (13.06.06) 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 
Japanese Patent Office 

FafisimileNo. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSE)ERED TO BE RELEVANT 
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Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



JP 2003-058873 A (Olympus Optical Co., Ltd.), 
28 February, 2003 (28.02.03), 
Figs. 5, 16 

6 US 2003/0035061 Al 

JP 2004-282167 A (Nippon Telegraph And 
Telephone Corp.), 

07 October, 2004 (07.10.04), 
Fig. 1 

(Family; none) 

JP 2000-030040 A (Canon Inc.), 
28 January, 2000 (28.01.00), 
Figs. 5, 6 

& US 6404901 Bl & BP 933727 A2 
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